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The Sinking Globe
 What if you were the last person alive, under the dreadful scorching sun, the land unbearably hot, sticking to a single place, where the only previous tree stands to provide you with oxygen. It is absolutely an unimaginable situation that no one would ever wish to happen. The sad reality is that our planet is headed right there, speeding very fast to set the time bomb, climate changes off. Climate change has long been a subject for debate, with some people denying the existence of this massive change. 
Scientists and governments alike have taken sides, some in denial while some raising awareness on preventive measures and call for immediate action. For instance, former president Barrack Obama noted. “there is one issue that will define the contours of this century more dramatically than any other, and that is the urgent threat of a climate change." While the former president acknowledged climate change as a threat, the current president Donald Trump is blindfolded and opposed (Heal 7).  Throughout the years, climate change has been a controversial issue, and this essay is purposed to show you the reality of climate change by showing its devastating effects. These are global warming, rising sea levels, the accelerated spread of fatal sicknesses across the globe, and extreme weather conditions worldwide. 
The very first devastating effect of climate change that is wreaking havoc is global warming. According to the Solar Impulse Foundation, global warming is a phenomenon of climate change characterized by a general increase in the earth's average temperatures, modifying the weather balances and ecosystems for an extensive period. Statistics show that global temperatures have risen by 33.4 Fahrenheit between the 19th century and the 21st century. Additionally, the last three decades have witnessed warmer temperatures that the preceding decades. The greenhouse effect causes this rise in temperatures (Heal 27). 
The greenhouse effect is a buildup of greenhouse gases in the earth's atmosphere that allows heat to pass to our atmosphere safely but trap the heat rather than let it escape. As a result, high heat intensity is experienced on the earth's surface. These gasses are carbon dioxide, water vapor, methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated gasses. These are gases produced because of burning fossil fuels, which has seen an increase in these gases by 10% since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. These gases reflect heat from the sun back to the earth's surface and water surface. This is the cause of high heat waves of up to 123.4 Fahrenheit in India; these high temperatures have severe effects as the body cannot function in temperatures ranging from 51 degrees Celsius (Merino 190). This is a clear indication that climate change is real and wreaking havoc. 
The second proof of climate change is rising sea levels. As a result of increased global temperatures due to global warming, there has been an accelerated rice sea level rate. The rise in sea level is caused by thermal expansion due to the ocean's warming and increased melting of land-based ice. Salty waters vastly fill the oceans. When heated by radiation from the sun due to the greenhouse effect, these waters lead to the expansion of the ocean waters. Extremely high temperatures warm up the waters, making them expand beyond the show line and increasing the sea level. Likewise, the melting of the ice on land significantly contributes to the rise in sea level (Merino 192).
 According to CNN, the rate of Greenland's ice sheet melting is at 6,100 billion tons per century. This dangerous rate results from global warming, and other ice-based continents such as the Arctic and Antarctica are also faced with the same challenge. Consequently, high sea levels have seen increased flooding’s in the coastal regions. In the low-lying coastal areas, cities and towns are at the threat of being submerged in the next few years due to global warming. Not only are cities at risk, but also islands face the risk of being submerged (Nordhaus 32). An example of such an island is the Marshall Islands, located near the Pacific Ocean equator. The ocean has engulfed parts of the island, and the inhabitants will shortly be forced to evacuate the island, abandon their native land and culture and seek refuge in a foreign place. This is not an easy task for more than 50 000 people to leave their land as it faces the risk of being submerged. Well, for any intelligent individual, this is proof beyond a reasonable doubt that climate change is a real phenomenon and is affecting us (Nordhaus 28).
Besides rising sea levels, climate change has led to an accelerated rate of spread of fatal sicknesses across the globe. Global climate change has vastly contributed to the worldwide burden of disease and premature deaths (McMichael 47).According to NCBI, in their August 12th, 2020 journal report, the geographic range of cholera, dengue fever, malaria, and tick-borne diseases have changed and has greatly increased. These diseases are highly sensitive to environmental changes, especially the changes that contribute to the development of favorable conditions that increase transmission. Rising atmospheric temperatures and the surface temperatures due to the greenhouse effect, as witnessed earlier, increases the frequency, intensity, and duration of rainfall and flooding events. 
When too much rainfall is experienced, flooding is inevitable and occurs over an extended period and larger. This condition adequately raises the risk of the spread of diarrheal and vector-borne infections such as cholera and bilharzia. Moreover, viruses such as the West Nile virus and Midwest virus were experienced in the United States due to increased temperatures. The West Nile virus outbreak in the Eastern United States in 1999 occurred when the region experienced the hottest and driest summer in world history. Subsequent occurrences of the Midwest outbreak in 2003, 2005, and 2006 have been proved to have coincided with heatwaves. Thus, scientists have concluded that the breeding cycle and spread of viruses and fueled by an increase in temperatures and increased amount of transpiration experienced. These are but a few diseases and viruses that their space and outbreak is dependent on weather changes, which is tied to changes in the atmospheric climate, therefore a real proof for the phenomenon (Watts 99).
In conclusion, climate change is real and has tremendous impacts on our planet. The examples of the few effects such as global warming, rising sea levels, and increased widespread spread of fatal diseases and viruses worldwide are just the tip of the iceberg. Climate change is a threat to our entire ecosystem and harming our planet and mother nature. We all are at risk of feeling the sting of climate change. For our survival, the earth must be in perfect balance, and the ecosystem must maintain its unity. Man has become oblivious of this fact and is hurriedly advancing technologically at the cost of mother nature. It is time that we all wake up from dismissing climate change as rumors of a controversial issue and stand up to protect our environment. Perhaps you leave in town or city, how many trees do you see? Take an Ariel view of your town and compare it with the Ariel view before urbanization. Perhaps you will appreciate the need for afforestation.
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